CHAPTER XV

THE CRISIS OF THE SEPARATION OF
CHURCH AND STATE

IN the present conflict between the Church
and the State, if the liberty of Catholics was
threatened or destroyed, I should be the first
to raise my voice in its behalf, for I believe in
the political right of man to be or not to be re-
ligious, and, if he is, to be so in his own way.
In the present crisis both sides claim that they
are actuated by the spirit of loyalty to this prin-
ciple. Each appeals to the non-partisan part of
the nation in the name of freedom. There can
be no better evidence of the national attitude
toward liberty and fair play.1 Historically, it is
easy to demonstrate that the Catholic Church has
always been hostile to liberty of thought, liberty
of speech, and liberty of the press, not to speak
of its unsympathetic attitude toward the larger

1 I/Abbe* Gayraud recognises that what the majority of French
voters wish is "justice, equal for all, the equality of all before the
law, religious toleration; that is, to use a popular expression, to
leave people free, and that each may do as he pleases." (La R&-
puhligue et la paix religieuse, p. 44.)

80S